
 

LOOKING BACK/MOVING FORWARD 
SDHS CONFERENCE JUNE 12-15, 2008 

 

 

 

THURSDAY, JUNE 12 

 

4:00 – 6:00 Case College Center, Main Lobby 2
nd

 Floor 

 
Registration 
 
5:45 / 6:15 Transportation to National Museum of Dance (Shuttle Bus) 

  Pick up at Case College Center Parking Lot 
 
6:00 – 8:00 National Museum of Dance 

  99 South Broadway, Saratoga Springs 

 
Opening Reception 
 

7:30 / 8:00     Transportation to Case College Center Parking Lot or, if requested,   

  downtown Saratoga (Shuttle Bus) 

  
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 13 

 
8:30 – 4:00 Palamountain Hall Lobby  

 
Registration 
 

8:30-5:30 Palamountain Hall Lobby 

 
Book Display 
 

9-10:30 

 

Bolton Hall 280 

Founders Roundtable  
Moderated by Judith Chazin-Bennehum.   

 

Bolton Hall 281 

Roundtable on the Dance Heritage Coalition’s Fair Use Project 

Moderated by Elizabeth Aldrich 
Participants: Libby Smigel, Barbara Drazin, Peter Jaszi 



 

Bolton Hall 282  

Graham  

Moderator TBA 
Kimerer LaMothe, ÒThe Religious Impulses of Early American Modern Dance: A Theory 

of Dance PracticeÓ 
Rosella Simonari, ÒLooking Back at Martha GrahamÕs Letter to the World: Its Genesis, 

Its Reception, Its LegacyÓ 
 
Davis Auditorium, Palamountain Hall 

Music  

Moderated by Debra Sowell  
Susan C. Cook, ÒPerpetuating the Spirit of our RaceÓ: Maurice Ravel and Dancing World 

War 1Ó 
Jeff Michael Rebudal, ÒReinventing Opera:  The Role of Dance and Choreography in 

Contemporary Opera Productions”  
 
Emerson Auditorium, Palamountain Hall 

Digital/Numerical  

Moderator TBA 
Harmony Bench, ÒIf/Then Opensource as Computational Performance and Interactive 

ArchiveÓ 
Indira Thouvenin and Francis Rousseaux, ÒChorŽgraphies et inscriptions numŽriques du 

geste techniqueÓ 
 
 
10:30 – 11:00  

 
Hallway from Palamountain Hall Lobby to Dana 

Coffee Break/Hallway Conversation Ð New Historiographic Methods 
 
 
11-12:30 

 

Gannett Auditorium, Palamountain Hall 

Plenary I – Looking Back 

Introduction by Barbara Browning 
Susan Manning, ÒLooking BackÓ  
 
 
12:30 – 2:00  

 
Working Groups Lunch  
 



 

2-3:30 

 

Davis Auditorium, Palamountain Hall 

New Biography  

Moderated by Janice Ross 
Karen Eliot, ÒDancing Lives: Five Female Dancers from the Ballet dÕaction to Merce 

CunninghamÓ 
 Debora Jowitt, ÒThe Process of writing Jerome RobbinsÕ life:  Between the Archive and 
The StageÓ 

Janice Ross, ÒBiography as Cultural History: Performance and the West through Anna 
HalprinÕs Dance ProjectsÓ 

Rhonda Garelick, Title TBA 
 
Bolton Hall 281 

Cuba 
Moderated by Celia Weiss Bambara  
Melissa Blanco Borelli, ÒStaging CubaÕs Mulata: Rumbas, Cradle Dances and ZarzuelasÓ  
Deirdre Brill, ÒThe Amateurs' Movement and Cuban DanceÓ  
Suki John, ÒTropical Bolshoi or Island Native? Cuban Ballet Beyond the Soviet 

InfluenceÓ 
 

Bolton Hall 282 

WWII British Dance 

Moderator TBA 

Helena Hammond, ÒMarching to a different drummer:  War as metahistory in the 
choreography of Kenneth MacMillanÓ  

Jennifer Jackson, ÒAfter the War YearsÓ 
Geraldine Morris, ÒAshtonÕs Visionary Dances: Ballets of the Second World WarÓ 

 

Emerson Auditorium, Palamountain Hall 

Loie  

Moderated by Harmony Bench  
Hanna Jarvinen, ÒLooking at Lo•e, Missing Modernity: A Metahistory of the Argument 

about the Great American Pioneers of Modern DanceÓ 
Megan R. Slayter, ÒIlluminating the Past: Recreating the lighting designs of Lo•e FullerÓ 

 
Bolton Hall 280 

The 1930s 

Moderated by Sarah Fried-Gintis  
Andrea Harris, ÒAmerican Ballet before the American Ballet: Sentimentalism and Gender 

in Ruth PageÕs 1930s BalletsÓ 
Joellen A. Meglin, ÒAn Early Entente between Ballet and Modern Dance:  Ruth Page and 

Harald Kreutzberg's Transatlantic Collaboration in the Pre-War YearsÓ 
Sharon Skeel , ÒWhen Mexicans Were Welcomed Here: Revisiting Carlos Chavez's 1932 

Ballet H.P.Ó 



 
 
3:30 – 4:00  

 
Hallway from Palamountain Hall Lobby to Dana 

Coffee Break/Hallway Conversation Ð Contemporary choreographic innovation and its 
relationship to the past 
 
 
4-5:30 
 
Davis Auditorium, Palamountain Hall 

Prima Ballerinas  

Moderated by Joellen Meglin  
Carrie Gaiser Casey, ÒIn the Wake of the Swan: Pavlova and the Incorporation of Ballet 

TraditionÓ 
  Katherine Watson, ÒÔFeminism Has At Last Tinged The BalletÕ: Gender Challenges and 
Sexual Subversions in the Ballets of Bronislava Nijinska (1891-1972)Ó 

Jennifer Fisher, ÒGiselleÕs InquestÓ 
 
Bolton Hall 280 

Appropriating Dance:  Negotiating Citizenship, Nationalism and Copyright Law  

Moderated by Yutian Wong 
Karima Robinson: ÒClaiming Dance/Claiming the Body: Negotiating Spirit Possession 

and the Class Divide in JamaicaÓ  
Priya Srinivasan: ÒPerforming Multiple Citizenships: Negotiating Nationalisms in Indian 

Dance Classrooms in CaliforniaÓ  
Anthea Kraut: ÒRace, Gender and Property Rights in DanceÓ 

 
Bolton Hall 281 

Richard Long Roundtable  

Moderated by Thomas F. DeFrantz  
Participants: Tamara Brown, Melanye White-Dixon, Katrina Hazzard-Donald, and 

Takiyah Nur Amin 
 

Bolton Hall 282 

Case Studies in National Identity 

Moderated by Suki John  
Anne Margrete Fishvik, ÒLillebil Ibsen in BerlinÓ  
Astrid Schwenke, ÒSouth African Ballets Based On Indigenous Themes : A Cultural 

Historic Perspective 1832 Ð 2007Ó 
Allana Lindgren, ÒHarmless Entertainment or Ersatz History? A Comparative 

Examination of Historical Pageant (1927) and Salute to Canada (1949)Ó 
Takashi Izuha, ÒShoyoÕs Nihon BuyoÓ 

 



Emerson Auditorium, Palamountain Hall 

Indian Dance  

Moderated by Diane Letoto  
Prarthana Purkayastha, ÒLooking askance at dance history: South Asian danceÕs dubious 

ÔotherÕÓ 
Preeti Vasudean ÒDancing for the Gods: An Interactive website on BharatanatyamÓ 
Anurima Banerji, ÒOdissi, Ritual Dance, and the Distributed Body Ó 
Sandra Chatterjee, ÒLooking at Rasika: Creative and Theoretical Questions about the 

Ideal SpectatorÓ 
 
 
 
5:30  Dinner (on own) 

 

 

Evening:  

 
6:30 / 7:00 Transportation to Saratoga Performing Arts Center (Shuttle Bus) 

  Pickup at Case College Center Parking Lot 

 
8:00  Martha Graham Dance Company Performance,  

  Saratoga Performing Arts Center 

  
10 / 10:30 Transportation to Case College Center Parking Lot 
 
 
SATURDAY, JUNE 14 

 

8:30 – 12:00 Palamountain Hall Lobby 

  
Registration 
 
8:30 – 5:30 Palamountain Hall Lobby 

 
Book Display 
 

9-10:30 

 

Bolton Hall 280 

Ethnographic Issues 

Moderator TBA 
Diane Letoto, ÒLooking Backward and Forward at Authenticity:  The ÒAuthenticÓ Hula 

and Chinese Dance in HawaiÕiÓ 
Marianne Schultz, ÒFrom the Haka to Dancing with the Stars: New Zealand Men 

Dancing 1905-2005Ó  
Roginski  



 
Bolton Hall 281 

Tudor Today: A Centennial Glance  

Moderated by Judith Chazin-Bennahum  
Donald Mahler  
Kirk Peterson  
Yasuko Tokunaga, ÒTudor as a TeacherÓ 

 
Davis Auditorium, Palamountain Hall 

Undermining Gender  

Moderated by Karen Eliot  
MiRi Park, “The Oral History of B-girls in New York City in the 1990sÓ 
Angeline Shaka, ÒThatÕs Not Hula: Re-casting the Hula Girl through Performances of Na 

Lei Hulu I Ka Wekiu and Hula MuaÓ 
Cristina Fernandes Rosa, ÒBetween the Devil and the Deep (blue) Queen: Historicizing 

Brazilian Identity through the Queer Black Dancing Body of Madame Sat‹Ó 
 

Emerson Auditorium, Palamountain Hall 

Modern Complications 

Moderated by Megan Slayter 
Evelyn Doerr, ÒTransformations of the Archaic: A Study of the Development and History 

of Modern Dance, 1890-1938 
James Moreno, ÒLim—n, Latinidad and the Primal GazeÓ 
Heather Ahern, ÒBella Lewitzky, the House UnAmerican Activities Committee and the 

National Endowment for the ArtsÓ 
 

 

10:30 – 11:00  

 
Hallway from Palamountain Hall Lobby to Dana 

Coffee Break/Hallway Conversation Ð Dance and Aging: finding new capacities  
 

 

11-12:30 

 

Gannett Auditorium, Palamountain Hall 

Plenary II – Moving Forward 

Introduction by Danielle Goldman 
Moderated by Randy Martin 
Participants: Harmony Bench, Lauren Erin Brown, Kate Elswit, P. Kimberleigh Jordan, 

Katherine Profeta, and Cristina Fernandes Rosa 

 
 



12:30 – 2:00  

 
Murray-Aikins Dining Hall – Upstairs   

Membership Luncheon, box lunch provided 
 

2-3:30 

 

Bolton Hall 280 

Caribbean Connections  

Moderated by Barbara Browning 
Victoria Fortuna, ÒDecelerating Movement: The Identity Politics of Time and Space in 

Rudy's Perez's CountdownÓ 
Celia Weiss Bambara, ÒChimin Kwaze: Crossing Paths or, the Politics of  Haitian 

Dancemaking in Port-au-PrinceÓ  
 
Bolton Hall 281 

Laban  

Moderated by Kirk Peterson  
Carol-Lynne Moore, ÒRudolf Laban as ÔArtist/ResearcherÕ:  Using Archival Traces to 

Reconstruct LabanÕs Final Theoretical ExcursionsÓ 

Val Rimmer, ÒThe Laban London Archive: The Archivization of Experience and 
MemoryÓ 
 
Bolton Hall 282 

Mediated/Popularized  

Moderated by Terry Monaghan  
Sherril Dodds, ÒÔMad Hot BallroomÕ and the Politics of TransformationÓ 

 Sarah Fried-Gintis, ÒTurning Point: Ballet in the Post-World War II EraÓ 
Colleen Dunagan, ÒConsuming Dance: A brief history of the Ôdance-commercialÕÓ 

 

Davis Auditorium, Palamountain Hall 

Dance in Social Context  

Moderator TBA  

P. Kimberleigh Jordan, “Dances of Paradox: Shouting in the African American Sacred 
Dance TraditionÓ 

Se—nagh Odhiambo, “Cultural Memory in Conversation: African WomenÕs Dance 
History in the 1930sÓ 

Katherine Profeta, ÒRalph Lemon and the Buck DanceÓ 
 
Emerson Auditorium, Palamountain Hall 

The Sylph   

Moderated by Jill Nunes Jensen  
Debra H. Sowell, ÒContextualizing MadgeÕs Scarf: The Pas de Schall as Romantic 

ConventionÓ 
Clare Croft and Andee Scott, ÒSylphs with Climbing Harnesses: Dance History and 

Aerial DanceÓ  



 
3:30 – 4:00  
 
Hallway from Palamountain Hall Lobby to Dana 

Coffee Break/Hallway Conversations Ð Pedagogy: training dancers for the future 
 
 

4-5:30 

 

Bolton Hall 280 

Institutions 

Moderator TBA 
Larraine Nicholas, ÒDance History as an Imagined Space: The Dance School at 

Dartington Hall, Its Mutable Past and Uncertain FutureÓ   
Anadel Lynton, ÒReflecting on 25 years of dance history research in Cenidi-DanzaÓ 

Nancy Ruyter, ÒLooking Back and Considering the Future: Dance History and the 
Related--and Separate--Histories of CORD and SDHSÓ 

Janet Lansdale and Susan L. Wiesner, ÒAnalysing the Discourse of Dance Research in 
Selected Journals 1996-2005Ó 
 
Bolton Hall 281 

The Archive  

Moderator TBA 
Kate Elswit, ÒArchiving Unison in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction  
Tresa Randall, ÒThrowing Myself Back to That Time:  Dancing in the ArchiveÓ 
Peggy Murray, ÒRejoining the Dance:  Looking for Dance Scholarship in Contemporary 

Investigations of the Colonial Latin American Moors and Christians Dances 
 

Bolton Hall 282 

Germany  

Moderated by Victoria Fortuna  
Simone Willeit, ÒÔRedoingÕ as an Archeology of the Ephemeral: GermanyÕs Differing 

Approaches in Treating Its PastÓ  
Sophia Preston, ÒLooking backwards in order to move forwards in an analysis of Pina 

BauschÕs Bluebeard (1977)Ó 
Gerald Siegmund, ÒThe Theatricality of Dance: Developments in German Dance 

StudiesÓ 
 
Emerson Auditorium, Palamountain Hall 

Change 

 Moderated by Ann Nugent  
Sara Wolf, ÒMapping the Geopolitical Body PoliticÓ 
Arden Thomas, ÒMoving Forward by Being Still: Anna HalprinÕs Still Dance with 

NatureÓ 
Helen Angove, ÒThe representation of ageing identities in Lindsay KempÕs Salome (1976 

& 2002Ó  



 
 

Davis Auditorium, Palamountain Hall 

The Dance Legacy at Skidmore College  

 Moderated by Lisa Fusillo 
 Participants: Brenda Daiuta, Mary de Santo-Rose, Penny Hatch, Rhonda Stampalia, 
 

 

6:00 – 7:00  

 
The Frances Young Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gallery 

Awards Cocktail (reception area with microphone) 
 

Evening:   
 
ArtsFest Events 
 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 15 

 

9:00 – 12:00 Palamountain Hall Lobby 

 

Book Display 

 

9-10:30 

 

Dance Theater, Dance Center 

Graham’s Appalachian Spring 

Moderated by Sherril Dodds  
Janet Eilber, ÒAppalachian Spring: Dance and the Context of TimeÓ 
Victoria Phillips Geduld, ÒPerforming Politics: Martha GrahamÕs Appalachian Spring 

and the State Department Tour of 1955-1956Ó 
Loras John Schissel, ÒMusic and Dance: A Dialogue between CreatorsÓ 
Elizabeth Aldrich, ÒDisappointments and Delays: the Commissioning of Appalachian 

Spring, Mirror Before Me, and Imagined WingÓ 
 
Studio I, Dance Center 

Lecture/Demonstrations  

Robert Atwood and Claudia Jeschke, ÒExploring the Corporeality of Rarely Used 
Choreo-graphic Records of the 19th Century:  The Notebooks of the Opfermanns 
(Germany/Austria) and Henri Justamant (France)Ó 
 
Studio 2, Dance Center 

Writing Dancing Workshop  

Participants: Ann Nugent, Julie Malnig, Barbara Palfy, Leslie Satin 
 



Classroom 201, Sports and Recreation Center 

Choreographic Case Studies 

Moderator TBA 
Ariel Osterweis Scott, ÒWhack That Leg: Aesthetics of Hyper-Virtuosity in the 

Choreographies of Dwight Rhoden and Mia MichaelsÓ 
Jill Nunes Jensen, ÒCreating a Contemporary Archive: Alonzo KingÕs LINES Ballet at 

25Ó 
Ursula Payne, ÒPrimus Archive Project: Exploring the integration of Dr. Pearl PrimusÕs 

historical archives as a mode of creative inquiry and self-reflection within the creative processÓ 
 
Multi-Purpose Room, Sports and Recreation Center 

Visual Arts  

Moderated by Susan Cook  
Jody Blake, Ò(It) Works on Paper:  When Dancers and Painters CollaborateÓ 

Henia Rottenberg, ÒDrawing out the connections between the past and the presentÓ 

Terry Monaghan, ÒDance Criticism, Visual Arts and Cyberspace Ð John Martin and 
Richard Yarde theorize the Lindy HopÓ 
 

10:30 – 11:00  

 
Sports and Recreation Center Main Lobby 

Coffee Break 
 

11-12:30 

 

Dance Theater, Dance Center 

Performance Papers  

Katherine Mezur, ÒTrace and Interface: new archives in the future-present 
Studies in 3D Teleimmersive ChoreographyÓ 

Vida L. Midgelow, ÒTRACE: Articulating improvisation, challenging Ôthe documentÕÓ 
 

Studio 1, Dance Center 

Lecture Demonstration: Jane Dudley and Time is Money 

Participants: Henrietta Brannerman, Claire Rousier, Martin Lofsnes, Victoria Phillips 
Geduld, and Tom Hurwitz 
 

Studio 2, Dance Center 

Workshops 

Ken Pierce, ÒChoregraphic Structure in Dances by Dezais 
Kariamu Welsh, ÒThe Umfundalai Technique: EmBodied Traditions and EmPowered 

Discourse: A Lecture-DemonstrationÓ 
 

Classroom 201, Sports and Recreation Center 
Issues in Post-War Dance 

Moderator TBA 
Lauren Erin Brown, "The Body Politic: Post-War Philanthropic Reification of Racial Lines in 
American Dance"  



 Nyama McCarthy-Brown, ÒMarion Cuyjet and Delores Browne:  African-American 
Women Seeking Ballet in America 1950ÕsÓ 

Rebekah Kowal, ÒÔThe Fruits of Modern DanceÕ: Reassessing the Legacy of the Postwar 
PeriodÓ 
 
Multi-Purpose Room, Sports and Recreation Center 

Ballet 

Moderator TBA 
Stephanie Schroedter, ÒDaughters, Dance and the Devil Ð the power of dance in 19th 

century balletÓ 
Lisa Arkin, Beth GennŽ, and Marian Smith, ÒÔThey have done it allÕ: George Balanchine and 
Folk DanceÓ 

 
 
 
 
 
 


